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Applicants) 

KAWATAET AL 



1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 September 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-fin; 

3) Q Since this application is 
Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) ill is/are pending in 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) M) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to r< 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

1)fJ| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ interview Summarv (PTO-413) PaDer No(s) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Rejection Withdrawn 

1. The 35 U.S.C. 102 of claims 1-11 anticipated by Wakizaka et al. of record in 
Paragraph 1 of Paper 10 has been withdrawn due to Applicant's argument of 9/5/03. 
New Rejection 
Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e\ the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b) by 
(e) the invention was «*a ^ ^ th ^ nvention by the applica „t for patent or (2) a patent 

> United States be*™ »" '-•< «> 



granted on an application for patent by another 
— f^r rtctont AYrpnt that an international 



td in section 



l an application for patent by anotner nieu i urn * 

onlytf the'nternationa? application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 ,5-9,1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Itoh 
et al. (6042906). 

Itoh et al. discloses a laminate of a multi-layer structure, comprising at least one 
alicyclic polymer layer (col. 6 line 52-53, col. 8 lines 60-61), one thermoplastic resin 
layer (col. 6 line 54-55) which comprises thermoplastic resin other than those used in 
the polymer layer (A) and at least one layer of resin composition comprising an alicyclic 
polymer and a thermoplastic resin (col. 6 line 56 and col. 15 lines 1-16). Itoh et al. 
discloses that the multilayer structure is composed of thermoplastic resin layer, resin 
composition layer, alicyclic polymer layer, resin composition layer, and thermoplastic 
resin layer (col. 17 lines 52-59). Itoh et al. discloses that the total ratio of the alicyclic 
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polymer layer to the thermoplastic resin layer is 1 :99 to 70:30 (col. 17 lines 1-5). Itoh et 
al. discloses that the thickness proportion of the resin composition layer is 1 00-30% 
based on the total thickness of alicyclic polymer layer and the thermoplastic resin layer 
(col. 17 lines 1-5) which is in applicant's claimed range of 5-100% based on the total 
thickness of the alicyclic polymer layer and the thermoplastic resin layer. Itoh et al. 
discloses that the thickness of the alicyclic polymer is 30 to 300 u.m (col. 17 lines 60-61) 
which is in applicant's claimed range of 0.1 to 180^m, the thickness of the thermoplastic 
resin layer is 5 ^m to lOOjxrn (col. 17 lines 64-65) which is in applicant's claimed range 
of 0.2 to 250|im, and the thickness of the resin composition layer is 30 to 300nm (col. 
1 7 lines 60-61 ) which is in applicant's claimed range of 0.07 to 75um. Itoh et al. 
discloses that the thickness of the laminate is 100 to 1000u.m (col. 16 lines 65-67) which 
is in applicant's claimed range of 0.5nm to 5mm. Itoh et al. discloses that laminate is 
formed in the form of a container (col. 1 line 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Itoh et al. 

in view of Kakugo et al. (5141994). 
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Itoh et al. discloses the laminate described above. Itoh et al. fail to disclose that 
the resin composition layer C is a linear low density polyolefin having a long period of at 
most 275 angstroms as measured by the small angle X-ray scattering method. Kakugo 
et al. teaches a linear low density polyolefin having a long period of less than 1 86 
angstroms as measured by the small angle X-ray scattering method (col. 14 line 40) for 
the purpose of providing relatively excellent rigidity, heat resistance and surface 
hardness (col. 1 lines 14-16). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time applicant's invention was made to provide Itoh et al. with a linear low density 
polyolefin having a long period of at most 275 angstroms as measured by the small 
angle X-ray scattering method in order to provide a relatively excellent rigidity, heat 
resistance and surface hardness (col. 1 lines 14-16). 

5. Claims 3-4,10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Itoh et al. in view of Hirose et al. (6165573). 

Itoh et al. discloses the laminate described above. Itoh et al. fail to disclose that 
the alicyclic polymer forming alicyclic polymer layer A is a norbornene polymer wherein 
the norbornene polymer is a hydrogenated product of a ring-opening polymer of a 
norbornene monomer. Itoh et al. fail to discloses that the laminate is in the form of a film 
or sheet. Hirose et al. teaches that the alicyclic polymer forming the alicyclic polymer 
layer is a norbornene polymer (col. 28 lines 20-24) wherein that the norbornene polymer 
is a hydrogenated product of a ring-opening polymer of a norbornene monomer (col. 28 
lines 30) for the purpose of providing excellent interlaminar bond properties, formability, 
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moisture resistance, transparency, moderate flexibility, tearability, heat sealing 
properties and dead fold properties but also in vacuum or pressure formability (col. 33 
lines 27-34). Hirose et al. teaches that the laminate is in the form of a film or sheet for 
the purpose of favorably sealing the objects packed (col. 33 lines 36-38). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time applicant's invention was made to provide Itoh et al. with the alicyclic polymer 
forming the alicyclic polymer layer that is a norbornene polymer wherein that the 
norbornene polymer is a hydrogenated product of a ring-opening polymer of a 
norbornene monomer in order to provide excellent interiaminar bond properties, 
formability, moisture resistance, transparency, moderate flexibility, tearability, heat 
sealing properties and dead fold properties but also in vacuum or pressure formability 
(col. 33 lines 27-34) as taught by Hirose et al. 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time applicant's invention was made to provide Itoh et al. with the laminate that is in 
the form of a film or sheet in order to favorably sealing the objects packed (col. 33 lines 
36-38) as taught by Hirose et al. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jane J Rhee whose telephone number is 571-272-1499. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser Ahmad can be reached on 571 -272-1487. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 
for regular communications fwH-?< ^-B7?-Q^ri fur-After Fi na l commun ic ation ;. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 





Jane Rhee 
January 12, 2004 



